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GARDENS OF THE CAROLINAS

(9 1 9) 500—5300 Gardens of the Carolinas, Inc. is a

full service, turnkey, design and
build landscape company. We
have provided a complete
package of landscape services to
the Raleigh, NC Triangle area
since 1981. John E. Spivey,
company founder and president,
believes “experience has shown
that attention to detail, thorough
knowledge, and a personalized
approach, provides beautiful and
affordable landscape solutions to
all of our clients."
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WE PROVIDE FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPING SOLUTIONS
e | andscape Design e Fountains & Ponds e Grading
® Trees & Plants e Patio, Walks & Wall e Drainage
e Lawns e Masonry ® Fence
e Decks & Arbors e Qutdoor Living * Paving
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For Ann and Ron Wooten, one of the joys of’

living in Hayes Barton has been the wonderful
feeling of a community shared with family and
friends. Ann explained, “It’s always been a
pleasure enjoying our home with friends but
feeling relaxed about entertaining had become a

lost art for me.”

Upon receiving a phone call that their close friend,
DeeDee Dalrymple had published a book titled,
“Effortless Entertaining,” Ann was excited to hear
more. After reading DeeDee’s entertaining guide,
Ann and her daughter, Rachel were thrilled to share
their newly found inspiration with friends. DeeDee’s
introductory theme of “open your home, open your
heart, and give the gift of hospitality,” motivated Ann

to reignite her love for entertaining.

Guests enjoyed dinner prepared by Ladyfingers
using recipes from DeeDee’s book. Enhancing

the evening were all the special touches Ann and
Rachel add to make guests feel special...flowers by
Kelly Odum Floral Designs, specially designed cups
and napkins from Charlotte’s, and cookies to take
home by Southern Sugar Bakery. Following dinner,
the group enjoyed a lively presentation given by

DeeDee on how to entertain easily and graciously



Dee Dee welcomes you to
Ann Wooten’s home - in
celebration of Dee Dee’s
Effortless Entertaining book!




in our homes. DeeDee shared a few of her 10 Steps
to Effortless Entertaining saying that Steps One

and Ten are the most important...

Step One Dinner is not a Performance, It’s a Gift of

Friendship and Step 10 Enjoy!

Step One encourages us to remember that we

are inviting friends into our homes, not staging a
Broadway musical. Shift your mindset from the
pressure of performance and perfection to the gra-
ciousness of hospitality. Step 10 is all about having
a good time! If the host is having fun, everyone else
will too! That includes learning how to roll with the
unexpected surprises. DeeDee laughingly says she
has had a few of those like the time the plumbers
and guests arrived at the same time! “Most of all,”
DeeDee says, “we want our guests to feel as though
they have felt welcome in our home and have en-

joyed being with our friends.”

Steps Two through Nine offer inspiration and
practical strategies for the most reluctant hosts to
the most seasoned hosts. Additional sections of
the guide include insights on Style, Organization,
and Sources and Resources, offering guidance on
everything from how to remove red wine to favorite

table linens, china, glassware, and serving pieces.

Visit MyEffortlessEntertaining.com to learn more!
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